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Eastchester1964 Web Page
I urge you to go to our class website, www.eastchester1964.org.   The video from our 25th Reunion was re-formatted by my son Daniel and is now posted on the site.  If you did not attend, this is your chance to see how your classmates looked 22 years ago.  If you did attend, you can see how YOU looked 22 years ago.  Either way, it should provide a few laughs, especially if you make it through the Chicken Dance near the end of the video!
The web site also contains a directory of our class with the best know information about their current place of residence and email address.  Unfortunately, those classmates who have passed are also identified.  There continues to be a significant number of classmates where I do not have current information.  Please go to the web site and review the directory.  If there are classmates you still are in contact with, let me know so I can update our records.  Many of my EHS64 classmates have wonderful family pictures on Facebook. It would be great if you sent those to the webmaster so they can be shared with other classmates. If you have pictures you would like to post, please email those to the webmaster.  
50th Anniversary Reunion

We are about thirty months away from the 50th anniversary of our high school graduation.  Such a memorable event needs to be celebrated in a way that brings as many of us as possible back together for a good time.  Several classmates have volunteered to work with me to plan our anniversary celebration.  Our initial step will be to send you a survey asking when you want our celebration scheduled and what kind of activities you want included.  The survey should go out in late January.   Our goal should be to invite all living classmates to attend.  However, if you look at the directory on the website, we have many classmates who are “lost.”  Please review the directory and let me know via email (dsummacal@aol.com) if you have current information about a “lost” classmate.  Thanks for your help.
AND NOW FOR OUR NEWS:

Joan (Agatston) Krauthamer - Greetings from D.C. - One terrific husband (since 1968,) three wonderful sons, three fabulous granddaughters - and all of them live within 10 minutes of our home.

Life is good!

Ray Albanese - On Thanksgiving my Son and Daughter-in-Law came to dinner with a huge surprise telling us we are going to be Grandparents. This news gave me the best Thanksgiving ever. The baby is expected in the area of July 3rd. 

Richard Beck - Hi all. Through the years I have thoroughly enjoyed reading the Brag Sheet, and because Dom is such a persistent fellow, I thought I would dig deep and come up with my first entry. I would like to warn you that unless you are really interested, you may want to take this chance to skip to the next classmate’s entry, because there is no big event here. No bragging, no whining, no ranting or raving… just a little catch-up.
 You know the part from age 0-18. After that I graduated from UVM, and became an actuary and benefit consultant for the next 40 years. Along the way I married Betsy Shera, a Scarsdale girl, and we raised two children who are pretty good kids!  Sarah, age 27, is a communications consultant, and Ken, age 24, is trading in the foreign exchange market.
 We still live in Scarsdale, just off of Fenimore Rd., and we share ownership of a home in Underhill VT with Betsy’s siblings.  The VT home is 150 years old and sits on a dirt road that overlooks the other side of Mt. Mansfield from Stowe. It has a field, a pond, a beaver brook, and woodlands, so we get to do a plenty of outdoor country stuff up there.  Down here I became involved in classic sailboat racing, and I have owned and raced a sloop built in 1935 (Herreshoff S Boat) for about 20 years.  My son is interested in fishing, so we also own a power boat, to fish and cruise around on the Long Island Sound.  My son named the boat “Doghouse” after the owner’s on-again-off-again state of affairs with the family.
 So that’s it!  I have been retired for about 2-1/2 years and have enjoyed it immensely.  I would love to hear from you folks, especially if you visit the old EHS vicinity.  I am also on Facebook (although I don’t look at it all that often). But, if we don’t connect before then, I look forward to seeing all my old friends at the “EHS Big 50” celebration.  Regards!
Chuck Bachrach - Thanks again for keeping this going.  As for me, still HAPPILY retired in Vegas and Paris, France; about 6 months a years in each place.    It’s an interesting dichotomy.  Our daughter, Jennifer, just gave birth to a girl, named Quincy.  Have no idea where they came up with that name, but it fits.  Maybe Jennifer was thinking about the old Jack Klugman show?  If anyone is in the neighborhood, give me a call.  Have a great holiday season to all.  
Editor’s Note:  In November I had a chance to have lunch with Chuck in Las Vegas.  Chuck and classmate Hank Fanelli have published an excellent photo book on Paris, capturing in black and white the beautiful images of that fabulous city.  If you would like to view this book and perhaps even purchase a copy for your collection, please go to the following link -  http://www.blurb.com/books/2244450 
 
 
Debbie (Blaustein) Frimmer - Last April, I moved into my new home in an “active adult” community in Monroe Township, New Jersey, and I am loving everything about it. As most of you probably know, these communities are like summer camps for grown-ups, with dozens of classes, activities and clubs to become involved with.  I’m also the “Neighborhood Nanny” for pets, and I have some adorable four-legged clients who additionally keep me busy. My daughter is still in California, and she continues her work there as a rabbi in a synagogue in West Los Angeles.  I hope that everyone is doing well and enjoying good health. I’m looking forward to our 50th and hopefully recognizing all the members of our great class of 1964 (    Best wishes for 2012.

Jim Calandro - My cancer screens continue to be good and I am now on annual scans and this February will be my third year so only two more to go for the magic five years to be officially in remission.  I continue to run the Ducati club and publish a magazine for it.

Ann has been teaching high school at a Charter School.  It is a specialized program for students who want to go into the medical field so they needed an RN.  She has decided to teach only one semester, the students are just so disrespectful.  She is very disappointed because she had looked forward to this.  She continues in her work to promote breast feeding and is on the board for the La Leche League International.  

Liann our oldest is still a labor and deliver nurse at a hospital near us.  Mark, her husband, is a salesman at a local bicycle shop and really enjoys his work.  Their two children continue to be a real joy for us.  Zane is Mr. Science at his school and has won several awards.  Quinn is the princess in the family and it quite the drama queen.  She is so much fun. Jaime our second daughter is in Cape May, NJ with her Coast Guardsman husband and two children.  Lee is a basic training company commander and likes his job.  We do not get to see Annora and Wyatt as often as out other grandchildren but they will be here for Christmas.

Tony is teaching high school locally as is his wife Miranda.  They teach English and Physics respectively.  He has a Ducati so we are riding buddies. Jodi our youngest is teaching English in Japan.  This is her fist time away from home outside of college and she is home sick but likes her school and it pays well.  Finding a job here was almost impossible for her so this has turned out well. We still have one horse, one cat and five dogs.  Quite a zoo but we have fun with them all.

Merilee Dannemann, alias Merilee Dannemann-Kamerman - I am still in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  No longer working full time, I am writing a newspaper column for a small syndicate of newspapers in New Mexico, doing other consulting work related to public policy advocacy, and delighted to be in touch with a few old EHS friends.  My older brother’s class recently had its 50th reunion.  Please visit www.triplespacedagain.com for a few minutes and share your thoughts.    I would love to hear thoughts from other EHS friends about best places to retire for the currently single and not terribly athletic.  And please contact me if you’re coming to New Mexico!  Thanks to you, Dom, for keeping up with this!

Ayse (Davaz) Koch -  Our son moved to Chung Du, China,  one daughter moved to Sydney, Australia, and the other moved to Frankfurt, Germany. Is that a good thing when you live in California? I got a new hip this year and am having to learn how to move all over again. But is that bad? My daughter who got married last year had her first baby in Sept this year and so I am finally a grandma. I thought that would be great, but I am finding out that I have to learn to keep my mouth more shut than I thought. So it seems life is just bouncing along with seemingly good and not so good events and situations.  I hope all of my classmates are having the time of their lives!  God bless!
By the way, just think, in Germany there is a song which says life begins at 66, and so that gives us the license to anticipate great things coming in the New Year!  Hey, maybe we will move, or the other kids will get married? Looking forward to hearing from the rest of you! Cheers!

Richard DiRocco - Hi everyone.  It is hard to believe that so many years have passed since we graduated EHS.  I sometimes go “home” to drive past EHS and it still feels like home after all these years.  Likewise with the old neighborhood of Eastchester and the surrounding areas.  As I have gotten older, I have grown more sentimental.  I guess this is normal as we age.  I also have learned, however, that “you can’t go home again”.  We can’t really relive the past and so it lives on only in our memories.   Yet, in so many ways I still feel like that 17 year old kid in 1964.  I still am optimistic about the future, and hopeful that things will turn out right.   The shock comes when I look in the mirror.  Oh well…….here’s the scoop on things in my neck of the woods.

 I started a company seven years ago.  Let me put it this way, in real estate its “location, location, location” and in the entrepreneurial area it’s, “timing, timing, timing”. The last five years have not been a good time to be out there trying to raise money, so the effort to do so for Enteron Therapeutics has been very difficult.  Nevertheless, we seem to be closing in on our financing, which we hope will take place in the next couple of months.   It will be none too soon either, because I am finding it impossible to just walk away if that becomes necessary.  The expression, “like a dog on an old bone” has been used to describe my attitude relationship to Enteron therapeutics.

 One of my daughters, Janina, was married to a great guy last year and they are quite happily living in NJ where she is an English teacher and where he works in finance.  My other daughter, Kara, is just finishing up her Master’s degree in occupational therapy at NYU, my Alma Mater.  Finally, my son Danny is going back to college after a year-long break in which he learned that he does not want to work at minimum wage for the rest of his life and in which he also spent some time in Israel.  Danny will be pursuing a career in physical education.  

 My wife, Rebecca, is working as a clinical social work consultant and provides counseling to elderly clients in various nursing homes.  She seems to have a special knack for bringing positive energy and a sense of hopefulness to elderly patients, and she really enjoys this work.  This is a good thing because like many of you, I just turned 65.  Rebecca assures me nevertheless that - Yes, she still needs me and yes she will still feed me.  I have been waiting a whole year for this reassurance, however  .  Better late than never!  Our little dog, Tammi, is 15 but still spry for at least part of the day.

 Like all of you, we have lost parents and many other dear relatives and friends over the years, and we are realizing that as we get older there will be many more losses to suffer.  I guess that God gives us grandchildren to help keep us focused on what is joyful and important in life.  I think this is experiencing the love of family and friends and helping our children and grandchildren move forward to grow in wisdom and love.  I think that is our mission in this life, and I hope I am at least earning a passing grade if not an “A”.  No grandchildren yet, by the way but I am gearing up.   

 I wish you all the best of health, love and happiness as Chanukah and Christmas rapidly approach, and as we look forward to the 50th Reunion of the Class of 1964.  Until next year, be well and let’s all stay in touch through Dom’s great efforts on behalf of the class.
Irwin Finger - Hi Dom and other fellow Medicare recipients.   Hope all is well!!  I've finally figured out which Medicare plan I should get. I didn't want a PPO plan, didn't want an HMO plan, so I decided on the HBO plan. That plan allows you to only watch medical programs on television and encourages you to figure out what is wrong with you without actually leaving your house. If you are lucky, you find out that a big star had the same disease as you in an HBO movie, and that makes you feel much better. It's a great plan and I am absolutely thrilled to be enrolled in it. It comes with a prescription plan too, but you can only get a prescription for popcorn. (Buttered is a larger copay).  All kidding aside, I love Medicare!!  It certainly is one of the good things about getting old.

 

I hope you all have a great holiday filled with family and love. Visit my website,  www.irwinfinger.com and download a few free songs.

 

 Madeline (Lagana) Rossero - I wanted to reply, but to tell the truth nothing new has happened to me since the last time I wrote...Still have five wonderful grandchildren and 3 great children. I am divorced and living my retirement years in Florida and loving the warm weather.  That’s about all of it for right now

 Andy Leinoff - Greetings all. I am currently living in Des Moines, IA working with an associate from Vermont who made me an offer I really could not refuse analyzing junk bonds. Iowa is an excellent place to train my flat coated retrievers for field work and I find junk bond analysis is still a lot of fun with a new twist every quarter. We still have the farm in northern Vermont and my wife returns there in the summer to train the animals. Son Alex has unfortunately moved back into the house - I thought we got rid of him after high school! He discovered that his Bachelor’s degree in classical piano performance from U of Illinois was no door opener in the job market, so after a stint at a local amusement park (Adventureland!) doing audio/visual work, he is now taking Calculus and Chemistry at the local community college. He was accepted at University of Iowa for the spring term to complete some of the other science requirements to return to U of Illinois (or wherever) for an engineering degree. This glimmer of common sense will get him, once more, out of the house to Iowa City. If for some strange reason, any of you find yourselves in Des Moines, please look me up.

Ellen (Lichtenstein) Cuttler - [image: image2.jpg]



Greetings to all as well as many wishes for a wonderful and healthy Holiday Season.  My husband Michael and I are semi-retired, but still involved with our law enforcement selection company.  Our children, daughter Stephanie and husband Chris presented us with a beautiful baby boy last April.  I’ve attached a picture of him at 6 months, hopefully Dom can include in newsletter.  Of course, he is wearing his “Mets” socks!!  Our son Steven and his wife Sarah are busy with their work as a High School teacher and therapist respectively.  Mike and I currently live in Chapel Hill, NC but travel a lot both for business and personal since both children live outside of North Carolina.  Hope all is well with all of you.   Happy Holidays and have a wonderful New Year.
Carrie Lutz - I am now a volunteer at the local community theatre box office in Sarasota, FL.  I have been on stage in a few productions in the last few years… (I was even in a production of Hair, if you can believe it)….   Country Christmas Carol, Mame, Kiss Me Kate, a “senior troupe production”, and am presently part of “It’s a Wonderful Life”; I have two lovely little dogs and am enjoying life.  I stay in touch with some of our high school class and that’s really fun.  We try to get together for a “Girl Scout” reunion every other year or so.

 I often wondered what I would be doing when I retired, well now I know. And am truly loving every minute (except for the aches and pains that occur every now and again)… Laugh out loud, please…..

Linda Nielsen - Cannot believe how time has flown byeeeeeeee.....aren't we still 21? 

 

 I have been working with miniatures (furniture, accessories, etc, not people), and now have two large glass cabinets filled with different rooms and various boxes and containers.  About ten years ago I started designing room boxes depicting a person's life and have been giving them to my special friends, so far, I have completed about 16.  Debbie Blaustein Frimmer was a recipient of a special room box.  If anyone is in New York City has grandchildren interested in viewing my collection, or if you would be interested, please give me a call.....I just love to show it off.

 

Since my Mom still lives in Westchester, age 92, I get to drive around the area and pass our old Eastchester High School, which now has cars parked on the lawn in front of the junior high....which, we, of course, could not do since hardly anyone of us had our own cars .Looking back at my childhood, schools and friends.......we were certainly lucky to grow up in Eastchester, New York!!!

 

I'm blessed with good health, great friends and family and wish the same for my fellow grads and their families.  Looking forward to our 50th!!!!

 

Linda (Ranck) Rickabaugh - Greetings to my fellow EHS class of '64 alumni from the Commonwealth of Virginia. Dean and I are semi-retired now. I am still teaching nursing 3 days a week and Dean would be appraising houses if there were any sales.  We enjoy traveling and camping- especially in the mountains and also to the beach in SC. We enjoy spending time with our two sons, daughter-in-laws and three grandchildren. Our older son is a Methodist pastor in Chesapeake, VA.  Our younger son lives and works in IT in Louisville, KY. We enjoy local, national and international mission work- especially in Honduras- where we have served every year for the past 7 years. We hope to see everyone in '14 at the 50th- hard to believe, but true. Not looking forward to Medicare- but prefer it to the alternative!

Susanne (Schwartz) Kaplan -  Turning sixty-five is a milestone for all of us and as a child I thought turning 65 was entering the end.  Instead I find I am looking at a new map with choices of new avenues to explore.  After retiring from the Westchester County Department of Health my husband and I moved to New York City.  Without the rhythm of a school year, that in suburbia announces the passing of time, we felt the need for new vistas.   We have been living in Manhattan for ten years.  I work, too much and too long, as an early childhood special education consultant but I love exploring the city through preschool special education services.  I can be in a private nursery program and then observing a teacher working with a homebound preschooler in a tenement.  Do you know there are still buildings where there is a communal bathroom down the hall outside of the apartment?  This year I gave myself permission, the gift of Mondays, as the day with my youngest grandson of nineteen months.  The teachers and schools know that conversations take place during his nap times.  I have also discovered audio books.  Due to vision issues I read only for work.  Now I am reading on the subway and bus and when walking from school to school listening to the audio books.  It is so exciting to "read" again.  Both my children are doing well and I am amazed that I gave birth to such extraordinary individuals who married wonderfully and work hard at contributing to this crazy world.  

Next year, as we all turn 66 and qualify for social security, should be one of new challenges and joy.  The best to all.  
Dom Summa – Joanne and I have “cruised” into retirement this year starting with a round trip cruise from Los Angeles to Hawaii in March.  In May we went to London to embark on a cruise to Finland, Denmark, Germany, Sweden, Estonia and Russia.  We took a tour of Berlin and had a visit with Ayse (Davaz) Koch and her husband Dieter. In September we started a trip to Italy with a one week cruise from Rome to Genoa, Nice, Corsica and Barcelona.  We returned to Rome and visited family for almost three more weeks, including a trip to Avigliano located three hours east of Naples.  Fortunately, we were able to fit into our clothes at the end of our eating marathon!  You just cannot say no to family as they add pasta to your plate!  

I am still doing some part-time consulting work for my previous employer, the California Teachers Association.   My travel from Palm Springs to San Francisco or Sacramento enable us to visit our daughter Michele in SF and son Daniel in the central valley.  Our oldest son Dominick got married in Las Vegas in November and his new wife Wendy has a son and daughter that get along very well with Dominick’s three sons.

 I hope we continue to stay connected as we approach our 50th reunion.  I know I can count on your assistance as we begin preparing for this event in 2014.  More information will be sent early next year.  Have a very Happy Holiday!
Bonnie (Sylvor) Gurwicz - Since becoming a business and life coach, I more and more believe in the coaching process and conversation.  It has helped so many of my clients make important changes in their lives.  I am hosting a new TV show called "Metamorphosis" on public access channel 20.  It only airs in Easthampton, Wainscott, Amagansett and Montauk but it will be on the www.ltveh.org website soon since my first show is airing next week.  In February they will be airing my interview with Susan Weinreb Zises!  I'll let you all know exactly when it will be on their website through Facebook.

Since the one thing we can count on in life is change, I'm preparing to sublet my apartment in Manhattan and live in the Hamptons full time.  OMG.  My husband, the kids and grandkids are all great. It just boggles the mind how old everyone is getting, including the class of 1964. 

This birthday has really made me look at life differently as I'm sure many of you are doing too.  I hope you all are well and have a wonderful New Year, stay healthy and safe and most important embrace gratitude.  I'm trying all the time. 

Doug Temple - After a 24 year career as Control Systems Engineer with Shell Oil, and another 6 years as Director of Software Development for a small engineering firm, my wife Doris and I retired to Greeneville, TN. I currently run my own computer service company, www.DocumentedSolutions.biz  I’m active in the volunteer fire service as Administrative Officer for the Sunnyside Volunteer Fire Department and as the Treasurer of the Greene County Association of Volunteer Fire Departments. We had a major disaster in Greene County this spring, when tornados came through in late April. The volunteer fire departments logged over 7,000 hours helping residents clean up and rebuild their lives.
Our two daughters reside in Austin, TX and Atlanta, GA. Our 4-legged son is living at home. When I’m not working on computers, I help my brother-in-law around the farm. If I ever write a book, I already know the title, “Wing Tips and Cow Chips”. If you ever find yourself in the “pretty part” of Tennessee, come look us up.  Merry Christmas to all, and a Happy New Year!

Nancy (Tretsch) Ferrara - My Mother passed away in May of 2011.  I was very lucky to have had her for as long as I did, and to have had her living with me and my husband, Anthony, for the past 6 1/2 years.  She was 92 1/2 years old, and was in pretty good health until the beginning of the year.  
Anthony and I bought a Condo in Coconut Creek, Florida.  We have been down there a few weeks this year and will be going down in the beginning of January for a couple of months.  I may fly home for a week or so to see the Grandkids.  Don't know if I can be away for that long, I will see.  We are in a nice development, and there are quite a few other former EHS students there.  Don't know if we can be real "snow birds", we will have to see.  Anthony is ready after the bad winter we had last year with all the snow.   We missed the snow storm that hit New York before Halloween this year, we were in Florida, so that was good.  Can't believe that most of us are "65" now, where did those years go??????  Looking forward to our "50th" class reunion.  

Tom “Skip” Walsh - I wish all my classmates a Happy Holiday. I retired in '08, but continue to work part time at Yankee Stadium as an Ambassdor, [customer service] and I'm assistant Softball coach at Concordia College.....Have a Great New Year!!!!!   'Skip'
THAT’S ALL FOLKS!!!
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