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A Journey of Fifty Years
Our 50th Anniversary Reunion will soon take place with over 50 classmates attending the festivities.  There will be time for sharing stories, life experiences, rants, raves, and other milestones we have achieved over the last fifty years.  Hard to believe that so many years have passed.  The stories below represent a major effort by many classmates to share in writing their journey since high school.  Please take the time to read their reports.  They represent a fascinating chronicle of accomplishments both personal and professional.  We should all be proud of their contribution.     
AND NOW FOR OUR NEWS:

Joan (Agatston) Krauthamer – Potomac, MD

After graduating from Hunter College in 1968, I married my college sweetheart, Harold Krauthamer.  We moved to the D.C. area because he was in law school at American University's Washington College of Law.  I taught elementary school for 3 years, then along came our twins, Michael & Jeffrey, in 1972, then Steven in 1975.  I have been mostly an at-home Mom for all this time, working 2 days a week in Harold's law office, which means I get all the vacation time I want/need, & I get to go home with the boss!  Over the years, I have been active in various organizations, but the longest commitment has been to the Hunter College Alumni Association of the National Capital Area.  I have been President of the chapter for many years, and have helped raise thousands of dollars for the Hunter College Scholarship & Welfare Fund, trying to pay back just a little for the four years of free college education that both Harold and I received.  We have lived in the same house in Maryland for over 36 years.

Now 42, Michael, who graduated from George Washington University, with graduate degrees from GWU and a J.D. & MBA from American University, is Director of the Mid-Atlantic Region for eVgo, part of NRG Services. He finds locations for electric car charging stations and oversees the construction of the stations.  He is married to Lauren, whom he met in law school, and they have a 6 year old daughter, Gillian.  They live about 5 miles from our house.

Jeffrey, also 42, who was born with spina bifida, and uses a wheelchair, attended Montgomery College in Rockville, Maryland.  He has been the receptionist in Harold's law office for over 20 years.  He is on the boards of several local organizations, and is a major fundraiser for the Jewish Foundation for Group Homes, based in the DC area. Jeffrey shares an apartment about 10 minutes away from us with a roommate.

Steven, now 39, graduated from Goucher College.  He is the Chief Event Producer for his own event company, Precon Events.  Precon designs and manages events for corporations, universities, and non-profit groups.  He is married to Sheryl, who works with him in his business, and they have three daughters; Alexa is 6, Leila is almost 4, and Talia is 3 months. They live a few blocks from our house, and I am happy to be "on call" for babysitting, building centerpieces, hanging pipe and drape, or whatever else might be needed!

It has been a wonderful 50 years since EHS - filled with many friends, lots of travel, a terrific husband of 46 years, 3 successful sons, 2 great daughters-in-law, and now 4 beautiful granddaughters, all of whom live nearby.  Life doesn't get better than this.

Greetings from D.C. - One terrific husband (since 1968,) three wonderful sons, three fabulous granddaughters - and all of them live within 10 minutes of our home.
Charles (Chuck) Bachrach – Las Vegas, NV 
 I live in Paris, France about six months a year and Las Vegas the remainder.  Been married for 47 years this month and have known Lois for 50 years now.  We both went to Ithaca College.  She in Physical Therapy and me in Advertising/Television Production. 
 Retired about five years ago and have now published two books.  One on France and the other with Hank Fanelli, this one about a French Photographer.  We have a three year old grand daughter (Quincy) who will be the death of me, but she makes life most interesting. That's about it.  All the best, Chuck

Debbie (Blaustein) Frimmer  -  Monroe Township, NJ
Three years ago, when I moved back to New Jersey after a short stay in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, I re-kindled my passion for singing and performing. I became a member of Sweet Adelines International; a worldwide organization of women singers committed to advancing the musical art form of a cappella barbershop harmony through education, competition and performance. 

The chorus that I joined is called Liberty Oak Chorus and we are based in Freehold, New Jersey.  We are part of the Greater New York/New Jersey Region 15, and each spring regions all over the world hold their annual competition. The first place winners of the regional contests then go on to compete on the international stage 18 months later.  In 2012, my chorus placed first in our region and that qualified us to compete in the upcoming 2014 International Competition. We are now headed to Baltimore the first week in November to do just that! If any of my former female  a cappella choir mates are already involved in this, please give a shout out. And for the guys, there is the original men’s Barbershop Harmony Organization.  My only regret is that I didn’t start doing this when I was younger. Having to learn new music and be “off paper” in 3 weeks doesn’t get any easier as I age; and we also do choreography while standing on risers!! But I’m making the most of the time I’ll have and loving every moment. Aside from my singing, I’m also a “pet nanny” for residents in my adult community.  Looking forward to seeing everyone at the reunion.

Bill Besgen and Cathy (Porpora) Besgen – New Canaan, CT

We have fond memories of EHS & our classmates.  It is interesting to look back on the impact EHS had on our future.  The fact that Cathy & I met in High School and subsequently married four years later. The impact certain teachers had on things we did after High School.  For instance, Mr. Long encouraged my interest in music throughout High School, which caused me to try out for the Cornell Men’s Glee Club.  Several highlights as a member of the Glee Club were, to perform Handel’s Messiah in Lincoln Center, NYC under the direction of Eugene Ormandy & the Philadelphia Orchestra, & in 1966, 40 of us traveled to 10 countries in SE Asia for 3 months representing the U.S. State Dept., Dept. of Cultural Affairs as “goodwill Ambassadors” to perform concerts & visit many of the homes of the U.S. Ambassadors in each country. None of that would have happened if Mrs. Snyder, as my guidance counselor, hadn’t encouraged me to apply to Cornell University’s College of Agriculture, remembering that I had spent 3 summers working on a dairy farm in upstate NY and the University was looking for students from the NYC area who might be interested in different aspects of agriculture.  This was in spite of the fact that I only had applied to colleges in the NYC area.  Attending Cornell had a great impact on my subsequent interest in economics & finance & ultimately obtaining my BS & MBA from there.  Cathy Porpora & I continued to date while I was at Cornell & she worked in NYC for Readers Digest and in June of 1968, one week after graduating we got married and took a seven week honeymoon throughout Scandinavia, Germany & Italy.  Our interest in travel was certainly sparked by my 3 month Glee Club tour of SE Asia & Cathy’s travels to Italy several years earlier.  

 Upon returning from our honeymoon, we spent a year in Ithaca, NY, while I finished my MBA at Cornell & Cathy worked for the General Council of the University. From Cornell, we moved back to Westchester & I started work at Citibank, only to be interrupted by 6 months of basic training at Fort Knox, Kentucky with the NY Army National Guard, followed by 6 years of monthly weekend meetings. Our first child, Lisa, was born in November 1969 and in 1971 we bought a home in Scarsdale, NY and had a second child, Bill Jr, to be followed by 2 more sons, Christopher in 1973 & Matthew in 1974. While they were growing up we had the good fortune to travel.  My travels with Citibank included London, Italy, Singapore & Australia, and we managed some vacations with the family to California & Hawaii and a four week trip in 1984 to London, Paris, Germany & Italy and in 1985 to Western Canada, Alberta & Vancouver, Seattle & San Francisco. In 1985, Cathy & I decided we were outgrowing our home & moved to a larger home on 2 acres in New Canaan, CT, with the promise to our kids to put in an inground pool, which we did. 

 After 21 years with Citibank, I had the opportunity to start a U.S. Finance company for Hitachi as its Chief Operating Officer, initially based in Greenwich, CT.  Now 24 years later, the company has grown to over $1.2 billion in outstanding assets and 2 years ago we established a subsidiary in Toronto, Canada. During the years from 1990 until now, we have continued to enjoy travel; for me a lot of trips back & forth to Tokyo, Japan.  But Cathy & I have also taken some cruises with Seabourn; one Venice, Croatia, Corfu, Santorini, Ephesus & Istanbul, another Monte Carlo to Barcelona & back and another London, Berlin, Estonia, St. Petersburg & Moscow & back via Stockholm to London, they were all outstanding.  We also did a “crossing” from Dover, England to Newfoundland, Nova Scotia & Boston.  Last month we cruised from Barcelona to Athens with stops in Corsica, Sicily, Rome, Positano, Amalfi & Athens.  Some other memorable trips were to Nairobi, Kenya, with a tented safari on the Masi Mara, followed by a cruise of the Seychelles Islands & back to Luxor & Cairo, Egypt. Given our Christian upbringing, a Pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Israel & Jordan was also exceptional. Last year, as part of a business trip to Bangkok, Thailand, Cathy & I spent a week on an island, called Koh Samui in the bay of Thailand & also visited 3 days in Hong Kong, finishing our trip in Tokyo, Japan before returning home to the U.S.   

 Besides all of our travels, our family has been a very important part of our life.  All of our 4 children are married & we are blessed with 13 grandchildren (6 boys & 7 girls), all living within 15 miles of our home.  Our daughter Lisa & husband Phil (4 children) in Ridgefield, our son Christopher & Jennifer (4 children) in Ridgefield, our son Bill Jr. & Bridget (3 children) New Canaan, & our son Matt & Ashling, Greenwich (2 children).  We try to get together as often as possible, with Friday night pizza at someone’s home as our goal. Even though I am still working, we manage to have a second home in Key Largo, FL where Cathy spends most of the winter from the end of December to the end of April, and our grandchildren love to visit.  I visit too as often as possible to try to get out on our boat to do some fishing. 

 Our Catholic faith has been an important part of our life and Cathy & I, in an effort to strengthen our faith, became members of the “Order of Malta” 15 years ago.  It is one of the oldest lay religious orders in the Catholic Church and dates back 900 years to the Crusades in Jerusalem.  We take a vow to help the sick & the poor and defend our Catholic faith.  As part of the Order, we traveled to Rome several years ago to participate in the installation of Cardinal Dolan at St. Peter’s Basilica with Pope Benedict, XV officiating the Mass. Each year, during the first week in May, our Order charters a plane for 350 people to take 50+ very sick people, some very young & some not so young, to Lourdes, France, where we believe miracles can & have happened.  Cathy & I have gone for the past 14 years & hope to continue to be part of this amazing journey. 

 

Well, 50 years is a long time since High School, & a lot has happened in our lives as I’m sure it has with all of our classmates’ lives.  We’ve tried to update some of what has transpired in our life since we don’t do Facebook & won’t be at the reunion.  Again, we are sorry we can’t be a part of the celebration, but we will fondly remember everyone &will be thinking of you all! 

God Bless. 
 Ayse (Davaz) Koch – Encinitas, CA

Unlike Scheherazade I doubt these lines will save my life or my face but here goes.

As Time is a mercurial agent, isn't it?  This story will begin where you, my readers, can identify: this woman known to many as Ayse Davaz (in HS) turned 65 this past August and is very proud of that! She never thought she would live that long because of so many antics in her life. Beginning with her childhood, she can only say that it was a heck of a wonderful one. From the beginning taking risks and doing things oddly seemed to be in her genes or blood, depending on how you want to think about it. Or maybe it was just her foolishness.  For example at Greenvale Elementary she accidentally twisted the arm of a boy who then flipped over. No one remembers who he was, but Ayse made a name for herself in 5th grade.. she was then known as the Karate kid. That didn't last long, fortunately, for what girl wants to be known as the Karate kid in the 1950s! Then there were those great teen years- who knows what the heck went on in her mind then, but the emotional feelings of youth took hold and there was no stopping her from falling in love, much to the chagrin of her parents who thought she was too young and much too immature. Teen girls back then did a lot of talking about boys, looking at boys and dreaming about boys and what good they are. That is unless the girls were in the clique of the mentally organized, and focused on life without boys, or had parents who were not so liberal. Ayse's friends were the stuff of the sentimental dreamers and very soft on feelings of the heart rather than the mind. Besides, school was not fun for anyone who wanted to socialize. Eastchester had some teachers then who were more interested in just teaching their subject rather than teaching kids; their knowledge of child development seemed to have been missing entirely.  Students who had hormones which didn't stop, sport ambitions, or some need for theatrical conversation wanted more than just to sit at the back of the school room. They wanted to be themselves, save the world, and talk. The memories of HS are faint whispers for Ayse, but the feelings are as strong as ever.  She will tell you if you ask.

Upon graduating HS her parents sent her off to college. It was a teaching college and so teaching became her profession. This she did on-and-off in the classroom for about 25 years,  but actually continues to do even today in one way or another. In her classes, she was well liked by her students - kids and adults.  But time marched on and she had to move into another phase of life.

Friedrich Nietzsche once said, "One should never know too precisely whom one has married." 

So that is how she got married...twice!  The first time, in her mid-twenties, with hubby number one they had a lovely baby girl who unfortunately died from Leukemia after 15 years. Yet she could say, and still says today, how happy she is that she had her Louise that long. The second marriage has been going on for 4o years and it is well known by any married couple that they are still working things out...it seems marriage is more than four bare legs in a bed. Well, they have had 3 children together and all of them are known to be fabulous for their humor, kindness, smarts of a sort and great looks. The parents aren't sure where that all came from but Ayse is sure they are her children. Both of their girls are married and live in far-off places with foreigners, something Ayse also did herself; not happy with what the American offered, she tried the German.  No comment. At least with two grand babies (so far) it is easy to fall in love again and with yet another culture.   The grandparents adore and can't say enough how much fun those grandkids are. Truly being a grandparent is a lot easier than being a parent. Sometimes it isn't fun being on duty 24/7! The unmarried son is living and working in Taiwan and trying to make up his mind about marriage; in the meantime, he has taught himself the Chinese language among other umpteen degrees he has also accrued! 

Our heroine (?) of this story settled with hubby in southern California to soak up the sun and stay fit, and have added a few more friends to their long list of friends they have made whilst living abroad for almost 36 years! Can one ever have too many friends? She says probably not when you are young, but at our age, connecting with all of them proves to be a real chore, especially around Christmas time. But by conquering the computer emailing has beat out the former 'form letters that 'honey' used to write to keep in touch with the masses. Just think, being a popular personality is relatively easy in comparison to having 10,000 acquaintances; movie stars never answer their own mail, now do they? There is just no understanding why Ayse never kept up all the friendships from HS? Well, that isn't exactly true. Indeed she did with a few until they never wrote back anymore. So sad or so pathetic.

The two Kochs, that is Ayse's new name for the last 41 years, travel back and forth between California and Germany each year, not a surprise if you know her hubby is German. Is there any time for cruises or sightseeing? Not in your life as these two are too busy. He with his extensive collections and she with her cats, kids, church and patchwork quilting (about in that order according to hubby). And it is known too that she would rather read a book than cook anymore. But Ayse says it can be exhausting eating a meal cooked by a man. With a woman, it's, ho hum, pass the rice. With a guy, you have to act like he just built the Burj al Arab in Dubai. Yes, in retirement she says men should cook more but please can we just say thank you? After so many years of cooking 2 squares a day seven days a week, Ayse feels free of the kitchen. And what a comfort to know in case she kicks the bucket before he does that at least she knows he won't starve. Hubby thinks, because he is older that won't happen, so there you go. They are both convinced who will outlive the other.  They say that age is all in the mind, well if that is true and you are only young once, then it goes without saying that you should be able to stay immature indefinitely, ha ha. And with that, I look forward to seeing all of you at the reunion.
John Gersh –  Columbia, MD
What can you say about fifty years? A roller coaster of good and not-so-good, embedded in half a century’s turbulence in the world and in society. It’s hard to summarize, but here’s a try at Gersh-since-high-school: Went to Harvard. Dropped out near the end of my senior year. Enlisted in the Navy. Navy sent me to MIT. More years in the Navy, the happy ones at sea. A long, long-distance relationship with a woman who died too soon. Thirty-four years doing cognitive engineering at the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Lab. I must have liked it because I stayed so long and I still spend time there even though I retired two years ago.

I learned to fly, but never made it into space. (I did fly myself to our twenty-fifth, though.) Moved my hobby to masters track and field (racewalk) and won some national medals. Developed a bum hip and moved again, to photography.

But that’s not the important stuff: Fifteen years ago I married Alice. (We met in ballroom dance class, very romantic.) Smartest thing I ever did. We’ll be grandparents for the first time in a few months; life still has adventures ahead. We travel a fair amount: Galápagos last year, Wales this year, not sure about next year.

That’s the summary. Ask me for details at the reunion, though you’re liable to get some sea stories.


 Caroline (Carrie) Lutz – Sarasota,  FL

Well, it’s been a while since I added some information to this brag sheet.  I am simply enjoying life as a retired person here in Florida (with millions of other retired people)…  

I keep busy by volunteering at a box office with a local community theatre and am involved in their “over 50” troupe.  We have a play reading in the fall and a staged show (variety-type) with a theme running through it in the spring.  AND IT IS LOTS OF FUN!!! Singing, dancing and acting!  And of course I have to mention that I have three rescue dogs (all under  10 pounds), which are a joy to me.

Neal Matzkin – Henderson, NV
After EHS I went to RPI in Troy, NY as a bio major.  On graduation I got married to Sue Auerbach from SUNY Albany and chose the classroom in NYC vs. Viet Nam.   I rapidly realized that teaching and I were not meant for each other and enrolled in P.T. school at SUNY Brooklyn (Downstate).  I wound up living in Massapequa on Long Island, had two children Paul, now a doctor near Dartmouth College in New Hampshire with 2 children Alexandra, 12 and Jonah, 10; and Rachel, now in Albany working as the director of the Foundation of Hudson Valley CC in Troy and has Spencer 5 and expecting a second son in October.  Worked for the last 30 years as a home care physical therapist for multiple agencies finally with VNS of NY.  I retired in May 2013 and we moved to Las Vegas this in September 2013.  

Fortunately life has been good, just the normal stuff we all go through but no crisis.  Have enjoyed some travel in Europe, Israel, Jordan, half of the states.  One of the highlights was a week rafting the Grand Canyon.  Went to Vegas in 2010 just to look around and bought a house in 3 days, and love it here.  We are in a large retirement community and there are lots to do both here and in the area.  Would rarely go to a casino except that most of the movie theaters are in them.  Only went to the Strip when friends came to visit to see some shows.  We have been very busy renovating the house.  I do some of the smaller stuff.   I have started going to the gym and doing a bit of hiking and am looking forward to doing more.  
Linda Neilsen – New York, NY

Cannot believe it will be 50 years!  I went to clown school a few years ago and volunteer as a clown at benefits and also the Veteran's Hospital (do not do children's parties..so will be unable to do your grandchildren's birthday parties!!!!). Will bring pictures!

My hobby is to work with miniature doll furniture.  I display the furniture and accessories in various display cases and large glass cabinets but my true love is making personal room boxes filled with all the items that depict a person's life.  A very special gift to a friend!  
See you all there.   Linda Nielsen (alias Loopdee Lou - clown name)

Thomas Quinn – Marietta, GA  

Along with our 50th celebration, I did have another anniversary this year, my 40th in Georgia. Have much enjoyed all aspects of southern living and southern hospitality along with a shorter winter, affordable home pricing and in my county, a number of senior tax incentives. The beauty of the state with the North Georgia mountains, Savannah and Tybee Island, city of Atlanta and historic sites have all been great. I do love Georgia but also know that no matter what state we have chosen to live in, each with many of their own attractions, there is no better country than ours. Our freedoms are priceless.

I retired from IBM in 1996 and also had the good fortune to be a volunteer at the Olympics. If you have never been to one, please try to remedy. It's an excitement like no other. We did have some "excitement" that everyone wishes did not occur, but overall it was pure pleasure.

The last 8-9 years have also been most enjoyable. I retired early and wanted some small way of supplementing things so I became a vintage glass/china enthusiast. This world is very large and I'm only knowledgeable in a small area of it, but buying and selling, finding special little items and yes, the addictive power of it for me has been very good for this person. It's a permanent scavenger hunt, always looking for the prize. It also gives me a chance to see all my neighboring states where I search and have been able to sell. If I had to take a rough guess at how many items I have purchased, it's definitely north of 10,000 pieces. As long as there is an antique store, estate or yard sale, I'm happy on the road throughout the year.

During this timeframe, I did some genealogy study of the family, mostly on my Mom’s side and traced my grandmother back to Roscommon, Ireland where she was born, 1 of 10 siblings, 8 of whom came to the US and 2 who stayed in Ireland. His name was Nicholas Farrell. I found members of his family along with 3 first cousins of my mother. I went over in 2008 and met with them all, along with their children. I was also able to obtain my grandmother's birth certificate. I am hoping to return in March 2015 for a wedding.

Look forward to seeing members of the 1964 class. Take good care till then.

Linda (Ranck) Rickabaugh -  Vinton, VA  

Wow! How to summarize 50 years?? GRATITUDE!
 *Education & Career - Privileged to learn how to and then care for others as a nurse and then teach nursing for - um, 35+ years. I think I fulfilled my EHS prophesy!

 *Family & Friends-  Blessed with two awesome sons & daughter- in laws, three fantastic grandchildren and now- three very spoiled fur children and many good friends through the years. Looking forward to seeing many precious "old" friends next month. Married to my best friend 46 years this past May.

 * Travel & Service - Enjoying retired and volunteering in local community missions and in Honduras for the past ten years. Travel in RV - mostly to the beaches in SC and to warmer climates.  Let's party!!   Linda Ranck Rickabaugh   
[image: image1.png]


Patty (Seakwood) Attkins -  London Ontario, Canada

I am living in London, Ontario, Canada, and I feel blessed to have my children and their families nearby. We have become avid sports fans, cheering for our grandsons (ages 9 & 10), and are very proud of our granddaughter (age 19) who is in her second year at Western University- the same school where I got my Master’s Degree in 1973!  I am happy to say that my daughter and son, and their spouses, are all doing well.  Some of you may remember my father, who liked running around the EHS track early each morning, even in the snow!  He is now 94 years old and still exercises regularly, - there may be a lesson here!

In my career, I taught Spanish in community college, university and high school.  I really loved being a high school teacher and sharing my passion for Spanish with kids.  In 1998, I was the first teacher in the province of Ontario to receive the Embajada de Espana - Ontario Modern Language Teachers Association’s scholarship to study for a summer at the University of Salamanca.  (However, since my kids are both married to French speakers, and they all, including the grandkids, are fluent in French, maybe, in retrospect, I should have tried learning French, too!)  I retired from teaching in 2001 and stayed on as a substitute.  In 2011, I was diagnosed with breast cancer and gave up teaching altogether.  I am now fully recovered and am loving life!  The only thing on my bucket list was visiting Ireland and connecting with relatives there, and, after I was done my treatments, my husband and I made the trip.  It was wonderful!

In 2002, I founded The Crochet Club of London (www.crochetclub.ca), which makes and gives away hand-crocheted blankets to local charitable groups that help people in need in our community.  So far, our registered charity has given away 8,500 blankets to more than 100 groups.  I enjoy the camaraderie with the other ladies and I love crocheting, but, it is knowing that we are helping so many that really warms my heart.  Out of interest and by default, I am still acting as the Club’s President.

I also very much enjoy being a member of a Book Club with other retired teachers. My husband, Phil (to whom I have been married for 22 years), and I are part a seniors’ cycling group, called “Huff “N Puff”, which is exactly what we do when we ride for approximately 24 kilometres every Wednesday from spring till fall!  While I am more of a homebody, my husband suffers from wanderlust, and we have gone on numerous cruises.  All in all, life is pretty good!

I hold precious the memories of our time together at E.H.S., and I am thrilled to be able to attend the 50th Reunion!

Susanne (Schwartz) Kaplan – Philadelphia, PA  

If life is a rocky road I am loving the run and surviving the stumbles.   When we graduated from high school the expansion of the various rights movements and the expansion of opportunities had begun.  Since this blurb is a brief chronicle of life hopefully the members of the class of 1964 have participated and feel we have benefited from society’s changes.  My professional carrier in special education has given me challenges and enjoyment I had not imagined as a shy and quiet teenager.   Ed and I have been married for 43 years with a son and daughter, four grandsons and a granddaughter who give me great love and joy.  Retirement is wonderful.  I have returned to working with children and traveling with my husband.  More than ever I realize that it is our family and friends that make me smile.  
Robert Sesti – Briarcliff Manor, NY
Lorraine and I are retired and enjoy our time split between New York and  Florida.  Both of our children are married with families of their own.  I am "Bobpa"  to 3 year old Monica and Grandpa to 18  month old twins, Angelina and Carmelo.  They are what keep us from being true Snowbirds!!  
When not with our grandchildren, my time is spent boating, golfing and taking flying lessons. 

Retirement works for me!

Don Stein -  Barkhamsted, CT

I’ve lived in Barkhamsted, a small town in the northwest corner of Connecticut since 1975, and am now the First Selectman (“mayor”) of this rural, beautiful piece of the countryside.  I was first elected in 2007 and have been re-elected three times.  It’s a great job, since the residents love living here, and the town feels like a throwback to simpler times.  I am also chairman of the CT Materials Innovation & Recycling Authority, which is a gubernatorial appointment, and am chairman of our local Council of Governments, comprising 21 towns in the northwestern part of the state (we do not have county government).  Over the past 39 years, I was heavily involved with youth sports and served on various volunteer boards and commissions.

Prior to retiring in 2006, I worked for United Technologies Corporation for 37 years, having started there after getting my BS and M.Eng. from Cornell.  I was involved in aerospace throughout those years, starting first in the manned space program, a few years working on fuel cells, which use hydrogen for alternate energy, and the last 13 years in commercial aircraft.  When I retired, I was a member of senior management, responsible for business development and program management for large aircraft development programs.  After I retired, I was a consultant for a few small companies until I won my first election.

I have been married for 33 years to Linda, and we have a combined family of three adult children, who range in age from 41 to 51, and four grandchildren, who are 14, 14, 15, and17.  I still play tennis, bike, ski, and try to do much outdoors as possible, including my own yard work.  However, having a strong 15-year old grandson to help is starting to seem better and better.  We enjoy traveling and have made trips to Europe, Hawaii and Alaska, as well as annual family vacations in Maine and annual ski vacations at various ski areas.

Jim Stelluti – San Diego, CA

I am Jim Stelluti.  I spent 3 years at Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah.   I studied   art.  I spent 4 years in the Navy during Viet Nam.    I moved to New York City for two years in 1971.  I was a travel agent on Madison Ave.  Then I moved to San Francisco for two years.    I  lived on  Telegraph  Hill and sold  fabric  to  designers at the old  ice  house on the bay.   

Then I moved to San Diego. I  studied  Landscaping on  the  GI  Bill   and started my own landscaping  business  No employees,  just me and the clients..   It's  been  40 years and  I am still  working  1/2 time  and  I'm on   Social   Security.   I was treasurer of our class, I think my junior year.   We made a lot of money selling thousands of potato chips.  Thanks to Cathy  Porpora I own a small 1911  cottage in  San  Diego .  I like to travel.    Sam   Morbidelli is my partner for the last 18 years.  He is coming to the union with me.   I worked for 

Hank Fanelli and his wife on their landscaping when they lived in San Diego.  I survived   a one inch kidney stone'(it took 4 VA surgeries to break it up and   ouch!!!  release it).   I had   two surgeries for thyroid   cancer.   I'm   fine now and am thankful for all that I have.   Live It up.  See ya soon,    jim    P.S. My hobby is photography.  I'll   bring some cards for the raffle.  

 Dom Summa –  Indio, CA  

Since we have so many new readers, I would like to “summa”rize the last 50 years.  After graduating from Pace College in 1968, I began teaching at Westlake HS in Thornwood.  I was hired by New York State United Teachers in 1973 and began a thirty eight year career working for teacher unions in New York, Hawaii and California.  I retired from the California Teachers Association in 2010 after managing our statewide department for negotiations, training, research and organizational development.  We have lived near Palm Springs, CA for the past fourteen years.  My wife Joanne and I have been blessed with three children (ages 38 – 45) and seven grandchildren.  All live in California.  After six grandsons, age four through nineteen, we welcomed our first granddaughter in January 2014.  Needless to say, she is our princess!

Over the years we have taken many SKI (spending kids inheritance) trips.  We have cruised to Alaska, Hawaii, Mexico, Panama Canal, Caribbean, Canada, Europe and Scandinavia.  Our cruise last year from Amsterdam to New York via Norway, Iceland and Greenland and Canada, was spectacular.  We have also made several trips to Australia, New Zealand, Switzerland, France and Italy.  When I travel to Italy I visit and stay with family in Rome and Avigliano, located three hours east of Naples.  I have over 100 relatives that I have met over the last five years.    

I am really looking forward to a rest after this year’s reunion!  I have enjoyed making contact with so many classmates.  I know we will have a good time at the reunion and share stories of what we’ve been doing since leaving EHS.  
Virginia Tiedemann Oram –  Valpariso, IN
After 28 years on the music faculty at Valparaiso University, I retired “in order to spend more time with my family” – actually, watching two of my grandchildren and visiting my 95-year-old mother on a daily basis in a local nursing home. I loved teaching, both in college and my 5 years in high school, and my students have been “the gift that keeps on giving.” I stay in touch with many of them and take special pride in their careers.

After graduate school at Eastman, I continued to sing and perform with various orchestras, choruses, and in recital. Not only have I sung opera, but also musical theatre, in several cities and states (my husband moved a lot early in our marriage.) “Jono” and I have been married for 43 years and have two children and 3 grandchildren at last count. Luckily for us our daughter lives only 40 minutes away, though our son lives in Florida; we take an extra interest in his family in February and March. Imagine that. We look forward to seeing you in October!

Doug Temple – Greenville, TN

Sorry I cannot make our 50th reunion, but walking my younger daughter down the aisle took priority. After EHS graduation, I studied Mechanical Engineering at Northeastern University in Boston. The 5 year program gave me the opportunity to co-op with Shell Chemical Company in Princeton, NJ and upon graduation from college I went to work full time for them – that is until military service pulled me away for 4 years. I served as a pilot in the Army and was stationed in El Paso, TX and Sinop, Turkey. I returned to Shell following discharge from the Army in 1974 and was transferred to Houston, TX in 1977 to pursue a career in Computer Process Control. 

I married my college sweetheart in 1970 and after our move to Houston we raised two daughters, Tisha and Brenna. I remained with Shell until 1992, and then joined a small engineering firm designing and installing Artificial Intelligence programs in refinery and chemical plants in the US, Canada, Germany, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. 

I remarried in 2000 and Doris and I “retired” to Greeneville, TN in 2003. Because of my involvement with computers, people were always asking me to fix their machines. In 2009 I reopened my business, Documented Solutions, focused on computer service and repair. When not working with computers, I help my brother-in-law on the farm where he raises beef cattle. Doris, who is a Registered Nurse, worked at a local hospital in Greeneville until retiring this spring. Wishing you all the best, Doug Temple
Nina Trasoff – Tucson, AZ
It's so hard to summarize 50 years in a few paragraphs, but here's a quick recap of what I've been up to for the past five decades:

Professional: 

· Dancer (1967-1976): Three musicals on Broadway; Shakespeare in the Park; various television variety specials with stars including Bill Cosby, Roberta Flack and Andy Williams; Las Vegas shows with Sammy Davis, Jr., and Charlie Rich.

· Broadcast journalist (1976-1985): Reporter and senior news anchor at KGUN-TV (ABC) in Tucson

· Teaching: 4 years at the University of Arizona as visiting lecturer

· Communications (1985-1987): Director of news/communications for the Arizona Health Sciences Center

· Politics: One term on the Tucson City Council

· Development and Communications Consulting: Both in my own company and on an interim basis with a wide variety of clients, including IBM and Indy-Cars; a regional environmental organization; a homeless shelter; one of the first accountable care organizations in the nation; several medical practices; and more!

Personal: Work took me from New York City to Los Angeles to Tucson, Arizona.  In 1978 I married Rodney Jilg.  We have two sons, Victor and Justin, and 4.75 grandsons (the fifth boy is due three weeks after our reunion.) In addition to my professional life, which I outlined above, I've had the joy and challenge of serving on 30+ nonprofit boards, including programs that are involved with developmental disabilities, mental health, ballet, symphony, cancer, arthritis, poverty, sexual assault and public interest law.

Travel: With hopefully more to come, I've traveled (for work and/or pleasure) to throughout Europe and Russia, Chile, Turkey, Greece, Nicaragua, Mexico and cities around the Baltic Sea and along the Dalmatian coast. We love renting apartments or homes and spending 1-2 weeks in one place, really experiencing the life in that area.  We also enjoy cruises, either on rivers or small ships.

Susan (Uhlin) Geier - Bethel, CT

I am really looking forward to seeing everyone at our EHS 50th reunion.  Since I haven’t updated this brag sheet for a while, I thought I would give some information about my life.  My husband John and I moved to Bethel, Connecticut 43 years ago, and absolutely love it here.  It is a wonderful little town, and we have many good friends close by.  We will celebrate our 50th wedding anniversary next May 15th.  We have 3 wonderful children, 2 sons, John and Chris, and 1 daughter, Laura.  We have 5 terrific grandkids ages 6 – 11.  We are very blessed to have all our children and grandchildren live here in CT, all within 30 minutes of our home.

After owning and operating his auto repair business called Autotech in Danbury, CT for 30 years, John sold his business and retired.  Last December I semi-retired.  I work about 10-15 hours per week out of my home office as the Manager of Finance for Razorfish.  In 1999 I started working for Phoenix Systems Integration, an IT consulting and software company in CT.  In 2007 they were purchased by Crown Partners in Dayton, Ohio, and this past June, Crown was acquired by Razorfish.  I was able to keep my position during all these acquisitions.   For 30 years I also handled the accounting and payroll for Autotech.  John has kept busy repairing our 110-year-old home by building an addition onto our house, building a deck, a shed, our basement recreation room, a new kitchen, etc.  He also built a wooden speedboat, a wooden kayak and wooden rowboat.  He can build or repair just about anything!

John and I love spending time with our family and friends, and like to travel when we get the chance.  We have enjoyed boating most of our married life, but recently sold our 34’ Silverton cruiser.  As a hobby, I like to make jewelry.  My dad was a jeweler in Scarsdale.  When he passed away, he left me many beautiful precious and semi-precious stones.  I have set the stones in jewelry for my family and friends, and also started a small business to sell my jewelry.  When I fully retire from my finance position, I hope to take classes to learn to make more-decorative pieces.  

I could go on and on bragging about my husband, kids and grandkids who have fill my life with so much love and happiness, but that would take a book.  For now I will just say “hope to see you all in October”.

Vicki (Voris) Hanks – Park City, UT  

My life is your vacation …pretty well sums it up.  Living in Park City, UT amid its majestic mountains and wide open spaces is living a dream for all who enjoy the outdoors.  Although best known as a ski resort offering all the winter sports,  most locals live for the summers enjoying hiking, biking, boating, paddle boarding, golf, fishing, and horseback riding.  The arts are alive in Park City with its many galleries, restaurants, live theater, and night clubs. In the summer there are free concerts every night.  If you think I am selling Park City, I am.  As a realtor I love making dreams come true. 

Now to bragging: I am the proud mother of three and grandmother of four.  My son Tim is living in Princeton, NJ with his wife, Sharon and two sons doing post doctorate research in Neuro science.  Debbie is living the California life style in Orange County with her husband, Mike, and two children.  Jennie and her husband Shannon just bought a home in Park City. In addition to their careers as nurse practitioner and occupational therapist they are both pro mountain bike racers.  As for me, I am living large. My life is full!  
Editor’s Note:  The information below was submitted for the 2012 Brag Sheet by classmates who did not submit anything for this year’s report.  I am including their reports so you get a better picture of what our classmates have been doing.

Ray Albanese - On Thanksgiving my Son and Daughter-in-Law came to dinner with a huge surprise telling us we are going to be Grandparents. This news gave me the best Thanksgiving ever. The baby is expected in the area of July 3rd. 

Richard Beck - Hi all. Through the years I have thoroughly enjoyed reading the Brag Sheet, and because Dom is such a persistent fellow, I thought I would dig deep and come up with my first entry. I would like to warn you that unless you are really interested, you may want to take this chance to skip to the next classmate’s entry, because there is no big event here. No bragging, no whining, no ranting or raving… just a little catch-up.
 You know the part from age 0-18. After that I graduated from UVM, and became an actuary and benefit consultant for the next 40 years. Along the way I married Betsy Shera, a Scarsdale girl, and we raised two children who are pretty good kids!  Sarah, age 27, is a communications consultant, and Ken, age 24, is trading in the foreign exchange market.
 We still live in Scarsdale, just off of Fenimore Rd., and we share ownership of a home in Underhill VT with Betsy’s siblings.  The VT home is 150 years old and sits on a dirt road that overlooks the other side of Mt. Mansfield from Stowe. It has a field, a pond, a beaver brook, and woodlands, so we get to do a plenty of outdoor country stuff up there.  Down here I became involved in classic sailboat racing, and I have owned and raced a sloop built in 1935 (Herreshoff S Boat) for about 20 years.  My son is interested in fishing, so we also own a power boat, to fish and cruise around on the Long Island Sound.  My son named the boat “Doghouse” after the owner’s on-again-off-again state of affairs with the family.
 So that’s it!  I have been retired for about 2-1/2 years and have enjoyed it immensely.  I would love to hear from you folks, especially if you visit the old EHS vicinity.  I am also on Facebook (although I don’t look at it all that often). But, if we don’t connect before then, I look forward to seeing all my old friends at the “EHS Big 50” celebration.  Regards!
 Jim Calandro - My cancer screens continue to be good and I am now on annual scans and this February will be my third year so only two more to go for the magic five years to be officially in remission.  I continue to run the Ducati club and publish a magazine for it.

Ann has been teaching high school at a Charter School.  It is a specialized program for students who want to go into the medical field so they needed an RN.  She has decided to teach only one semester, the students are just so disrespectful.  She is very disappointed because she had looked forward to this.  She continues in her work to promote breast feeding and is on the board for the La Leche League International.  

Liann our oldest is still a labor and deliver nurse at a hospital near us.  Mark, her husband, is a salesman at a local bicycle shop and really enjoys his work.  Their two children continue to be a real joy for us.  Zane is Mr. Science at his school and has won several awards.  Quinn is the princess in the family and it quite the drama queen.  She is so much fun. Jaime our second daughter is in Cape May, NJ with her Coast Guardsman husband and two children.  Lee is a basic training company commander and likes his job.  We do not get to see Annora and Wyatt as often as out other grandchildren but they will be here for Christmas.

Tony is teaching high school locally as is his wife Miranda.  They teach English and Physics respectively.  He has a Ducati so we are riding buddies. Jodi our youngest is teaching English in Japan.  This is her fist time away from home outside of college and she is home sick but likes her school and it pays well.  Finding a job here was almost impossible for her so this has turned out well. We still have one horse, one cat and five dogs.  Quite a zoo but we have fun with them all.

Merilee Dannemann, alias Merilee Dannemann-Kamerman - I am still in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  No longer working full time, I am writing a newspaper column for a small syndicate of newspapers in New Mexico, doing other consulting work related to public policy advocacy, and delighted to be in touch with a few old EHS friends.  My older brother’s class recently had its 50th reunion.  Please visit www.triplespacedagain.com for a few minutes and share your thoughts.    I would love to hear thoughts from other EHS friends about best places to retire for the currently single and not terribly athletic.  And please contact me if you’re coming to New Mexico!  Thanks to you, Dom, for keeping up with this!

Richard DiRocco - Hi everyone.  It is hard to believe that so many years have passed since we graduated EHS.  I sometimes go “home” to drive past EHS and it still feels like home after all these years.  Likewise with the old neighborhood of Eastchester and the surrounding areas.  As I have gotten older, I have grown more sentimental.  I guess this is normal as we age.  I also have learned, however, that “you can’t go home again”.  We can’t really relive the past and so it lives on only in our memories.   Yet, in so many ways I still feel like that 17 year old kid in 1964.  I still am optimistic about the future, and hopeful that things will turn out right.   The shock comes when I look in the mirror.  Oh well…….here’s the scoop on things in my neck of the woods.

 I started a company seven years ago.  Let me put it this way, in real estate its “location, location, location” and in the entrepreneurial area it’s, “timing, timing, timing”. The last five years have not been a good time to be out there trying to raise money, so the effort to do so for Enteron Therapeutics has been very difficult.  Nevertheless, we seem to be closing in on our financing, which we hope will take place in the next couple of months.   It will be none too soon either, because I am finding it impossible to just walk away if that becomes necessary.  The expression, “like a dog on an old bone” has been used to describe my attitude relationship to Enteron therapeutics.

 One of my daughters, Janina, was married to a great guy last year and they are quite happily living in NJ where she is an English teacher and where he works in finance.  My other daughter, Kara, is just finishing up her Master’s degree in occupational therapy at NYU, my Alma Mater.  Finally, my son Danny is going back to college after a year-long break in which he learned that he does not want to work at minimum wage for the rest of his life and in which he also spent some time in Israel.  Danny will be pursuing a career in physical education.  

 My wife, Rebecca, is working as a clinical social work consultant and provides counseling to elderly clients in various nursing homes.  She seems to have a special knack for bringing positive energy and a sense of hopefulness to elderly patients, and she really enjoys this work.  This is a good thing because like many of you, I just turned 65.  Rebecca assures me nevertheless that - Yes, she still needs me and yes she will still feed me.  I have been waiting a whole year for this reassurance, however  .  Better late than never!  Our little dog, Tammi, is 15 but still spry for at least part of the day.

 Like all of you, we have lost parents and many other dear relatives and friends over the years, and we are realizing that as we get older there will be many more losses to suffer.  I guess that God gives us grandchildren to help keep us focused on what is joyful and important in life.  I think this is experiencing the love of family and friends and helping our children and grandchildren move forward to grow in wisdom and love.  I think that is our mission in this life, and I hope I am at least earning a passing grade if not an “A”.  No grandchildren yet, by the way but I am gearing up.   

 I wish you all the best of health, love and happiness as Chanukah and Christmas rapidly approach, and as we look forward to the 50th Reunion of the Class of 1964.  Until next year, be well and let’s all stay in touch through Dom’s great efforts on behalf of the class.
Irwin Finger - Hi Dom and other fellow Medicare recipients.   Hope all is well!!  I've finally figured out which Medicare plan I should get. I didn't want a PPO plan, didn't want an HMO plan, so I decided on the HBO plan. That plan allows you to only watch medical programs on television and encourages you to figure out what is wrong with you without actually leaving your house. If you are lucky, you find out that a big star had the same disease as you in an HBO movie, and that makes you feel much better. It's a great plan and I am absolutely thrilled to be enrolled in it. It comes with a prescription plan too, but you can only get a prescription for popcorn. (Buttered is a larger copay).  All kidding aside, I love Medicare!!  It certainly is one of the good things about getting old.

 

I hope you all have a great holiday filled with family and love. Visit my website,  www.irwinfinger.com and download a few free songs.

 

 Madeline (Lagana) Rossero - I wanted to reply, but to tell the truth nothing new has happened to me since the last time I wrote...Still have five wonderful grandchildren and 3 great children. I am divorced and living my retirement years in Florida and loving the warm weather.  That’s about all of it for right now

 Andy Leinoff - Greetings all. I am currently living in Des Moines, IA working with an associate from Vermont who made me an offer I really could not refuse analyzing junk bonds. Iowa is an excellent place to train my flat coated retrievers for field work and I find junk bond analysis is still a lot of fun with a new twist every quarter. We still have the farm in northern Vermont and my wife returns there in the summer to train the animals. Son Alex has unfortunately moved back into the house - I thought we got rid of him after high school! He discovered that his Bachelor’s degree in classical piano performance from U of Illinois was no door opener in the job market, so after a stint at a local amusement park (Adventureland!) doing audio/visual work, he is now taking Calculus and Chemistry at the local community college. He was accepted at University of Iowa for the spring term to complete some of the other science requirements to return to U of Illinois (or wherever) for an engineering degree. This glimmer of common sense will get him, once more, out of the house to Iowa City. If for some strange reason, any of you find yourselves in Des Moines, please look me up.

Ellen (Lichtenstein) Cuttler - 

Greetings to all as well as many wishes for a wonderful and healthy Holiday Season.  My husband Michael and I are semi-retired, but still involved with our law enforcement selection company.  Our children, daughter Stephanie and husband Chris presented us with a beautiful baby boy last April.  I’ve attached a picture of him at 6 months, hopefully Dom can include in newsletter.  Of course, he is wearing his “Mets” socks!!  Our son Steven and his wife Sarah are busy with their work as a High School teacher and therapist respectively.  Mike and I currently live in Chapel Hill, NC but travel a lot both for business and personal since both children live outside of North Carolina.  Hope all is well with all of you.   Happy Holidays and have a wonderful New Year.
Although Bonnie passed in 2013, I thought you would like to read about her accomplishments
Bonnie (Sylvor) Gurwicz - Since becoming a business and life coach, I more and more believe in the coaching process and conversation.  It has helped so many of my clients make important changes in their lives.  I am hosting a new TV show called "Metamorphosis" on public access channel 20.  It only airs in Easthampton, Wainscott, Amagansett and Montauk but it will be on the www.ltveh.org website soon since my first show is airing next week.  In February they will be airing my interview with Susan Weinreb Zises!  I'll let you all know exactly when it will be on their website through Facebook.

Since the one thing we can count on in life is change, I'm preparing to sublet my apartment in Manhattan and live in the Hamptons full time.  OMG.  My husband, the kids and grandkids are all great. It just boggles the mind how old everyone is getting, including the class of 1964. 

This birthday has really made me look at life differently as I'm sure many of you are doing too.  I hope you all are well and have a wonderful New Year, stay healthy and safe and most important embrace gratitude.  I'm trying all the time. 

Nancy (Tretsch) Ferrara - My Mother passed away in May of 2011.  I was very lucky to have had her for as long as I did, and to have had her living with me and my husband, Anthony, for the past 6 1/2 years.  She was 92 1/2 years old, and was in pretty good health until the beginning of the year.  
Anthony and I bought a Condo in Coconut Creek, Florida.  We have been down there a few weeks this year and will be going down in the beginning of January for a couple of months.  I may fly home for a week or so to see the Grandkids.  Don't know if I can be away for that long, I will see.  We are in a nice development, and there are quite a few other former EHS students there.  Don't know if we can be real "snow birds", we will have to see.  Anthony is ready after the bad winter we had last year with all the snow.   We missed the snow storm that hit New York before Halloween this year, we were in Florida, so that was good.  Can't believe that most of us are "65" now, where did those years go??????  Looking forward to our "50th" class reunion.  

Tom “Skip” Walsh - I wish all my classmates a Happy Holiday. I retired in '08, but continue to work part time at Yankee Stadium as an Ambassdor, [customer service] and I'm assistant Softball coach at Concordia College.....Have a Great New Year!!!!!   'Skip'
THAT’S ALL FOLKS!!!
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